Wednesday, March 10, 2004

David Wright here, emailing from the home of my friend Hermann Feitsma in the Netherlands. 1 don"t think
anyone has sent back a report yet so let me fill you in on what has happened so far and you can relay it to the aoh
net.

We had fantastic concerts in Germany. The first was Friday night. This was the most difficult performance
because half of the guys had arrived that evening and were dead tired. Also (perhaps you know) eleven men didn*t
get there at all on Friday because they were delayed 24 hours in St. Louis due to weather. Those who did manage
to leave on Thursday flew standby on another delayed flight that couldn*t accommodate everyone. Several
Ambassadors graciously gave up their standby slots to the young people in Voices Only because they and Vocal
Spectrum were scheduled to perform Friday night. To complicate things further, the luggage of Jim Henry and
Tim Warrick did not arrive so they had to perform in jeans. Vocal Spectrum sang as "mike coolers" after the
quartet contest and the crowd instantly fell in love with them. At the show Friday night Vocal Spectrum did a fine
job and had also had a fantastic reception. Then the Ambassadors sang, with only 60 of us, and sang very well,
especially considering the circumstances. Lots of jokes about Jimmy directing in his jeans. The German
barbershop crowd of around 800 welcomed us warmly.

Then came Saturday. After the chorus contest Gas House Gang performed and brought the house down as usual.

Late in the afternoon our remaining 11 singers finally arrived, tired but glad to join us at last. That evening there
was a big show which had been vigorously publicized by BinG and the 1500-seat Koncierthaus was sold out. This
hall, 1 should say, is really something else. It is brand new and beautiful, acoustically perfect - a true marvel of
German workmanship. There was no amplification, yet the sound is wonderful in every seat in the house. After
another great performance by GHG, the Ambassadors came on with all 71 of us to a rousing welcome and this time
we were really cooking. 1t was a powerful performance and the crowd absolutely went wild. We all agreed it was
the best reception we've ever received. We nailed seven songs and each was greeted with ovations that seemed
endless. The folks just wouldn"t stop clapping - it seemed like several minutes of applause for each song. Then
they applauded wildly the whole time we filed off the risers (it's like Powell Hall - no curtain). That was just
something the likes of which none of us had ever seen before.

Sunday morning the Ambassadors and Vocal Spectrum entertained for one hour in a show (again at the
Koncierthaus) which was taped for radio. The host was Kurt Gerhardt, who is a well known radio commentator and
a barbershopper. He spoke to the radio audience in German but conducted brief interviews in English with Jim, me,
Vocal Spectrum, and also Bob Bek, who did the signing when we sang "Friends". It appeared that about 1000 people
were in the live audience, and once again we recieved wild applause. | was worried that our singing might not be as
good because we had all partied the night before, but 1 must say the guys sang extremely well, perhaps as well as
the night before. After the taping ended, voices Only entertained the live audience for another 15 minutes, and
were stellar. Again, it was a marvelous experience.

Pictures from the local media (3 different newspapers) are attached.

There was enough spare time for us to enjoy the surroundings. The beer is fantastic and the food is hearty. Lots
of people made excursions to nearby cities like Munster, Dusseldorf, and Cologne. The accommodations were
wonderful at the hotel, and not bad at the hostel. The hostel had a great restaurant attached. One unfortunate
fluke incident is that David Pfeiffer had a camera stolen from his room, and his passport was in its pocket. A
police report was filled out, and he had to go to Dusseldorf to replace his passport.

Today we travelled by bus to The Netherlands whe re we were met at the hostel by our barbershop hosts. This
hostel is beautiful, out in the country at a castle. We will meet tomorrow morning to do some sightseeing before
our performance in the evening. I'll write more later. You can reply here if you wish. I'll be here till early
Thursday morning. We are 7 hours ahead of you.

Warm regards,
David
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